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Wetlands in the GCC, 2022

❑ Wetlands are of vital importance to humanity as they provide most of the available resources for 

freshwater, which is characterized by its scarcity. Wetlands also store more carbon than forests and 

help to cope with floods and storms.

❑ Over the past fifty years, wetlands have witnessed a decline of 80% for inland wetlands, and 36%
for coastal and marine wetlands. Factors contributing to the decline in wetlands include an increase 

in the area of agricultural land, livestock production, water diversion through dams and water 

channels, and infrastructure development.
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Oceania

3.4%

Wetlands: an area of land that is saturated with water either permanently or seasonally so that it acquires the characteristics of a distinct 

ecosystem. The fundamental factor that distinguishes wetlands from other land forms or bodies of water is the vegetation cover of aquatic plants 

that adapted to unique aquatic soils.

Data source: Ramsar Convention on wetlands ،https://www.ramsar.org/

Percentage distribution ( % ) of the area of 

wetlands reserves from the total area of 
protected areas in the GCC, 2022*
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